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Tom Coronel concludes WTCC season in style with podium in Macau
Macau, November 20th, 2011 – This year, the FIA World Touring Car Championship season once more came to an end at the Macau street circuit. For Tom Coronel, driving the ROAL Motorsport BMW 320 TC, the hectic practice sessions resulted into a nice fifth and fourth starting grid position. The first race saw the 39-year old Dutch driver finish fourth. A clever manoeuvre at the starting start of race two allowed Coronel to move up into the lead. After that, title candidate Rob Huff quickly closed up to him and overtook the Dutch BMW driver. Coronel held on to his second place until the end of the race and thus secured fourth place in the final drivers’ standings of the 2011 FIA WTCC. This also made him the best-placed BMW driver and ‘best of the rest’ in the world championship behind the dominant Chevrolet factory team that locked out the top three places. Chevrolet’s Yvan Muller scored the most points and ended up as the 2011 world champion.  

Tom Coronel: “Free practice was chaos, with some drivers that didn’t know the track and others looking for the right set-up or tyre choice. I used the first few laps to find my way at the circuit again. In fact, not much had changed since the last time I raced here. In first practice, the track was half damp, so we had to be careful to avoid any contact. For me, that didn’t fully work out, because I slid into the barriers with understeer in the final corner at the end of a good session. Damage looked more severe than it was. Most of it was just optical and the mechanics repaired it quickly. In the second session, I was around a sixth or seventh place, so that was fine, too, but once more, various drivers parked their cars in the barriers. 
The car was okay again for first qualifying and after a few good laps, I returned to the pits. On the radio, I heard what the others were doing and eventually, I ended up fourth on the grid for the second race. In second qualifying, a couple of things again went wrong on the track, but I still managed to set the fifth-fastest time. It went quite well, I was able to find a good rhythm and drive my laps cleanly. By the way, I was also given a 2,000 Euros’ fine because I had reversed my car after the impact in free practice to be able to make it back to the pits in a quicker and safer way. Reversing is penalised heavily here.

I had a good start into the first race. I slightly backed off on the first lap to avoid taking too many risks. Thus, I lost a position, but I got it back again pretty soon. After some incidents here and there, I was driving behind Bennani and O’Young. They were involved in a heavy battle and made contact several times. It didn’t take long for them to get off the track completely, which allowed me to move up two places. There was another safety car to allow the marshals to get all the debris out of the way and like that, the race quickly came to an end. When racing resumed, I drove my own race, not taking any risks and looking carefully what the others were doing. Too bad that it wasn’t enough for a podium finish, but we didn’t get any damage and did score many points for the championship. 
For the second race, we changed the set-up of the car. That worked out well, just like the start. Really a rocket start! Initially, I wanted to pass Nykjaer, who was in front of me, on the left side, but there wasn’t enough room, so I went past on the right side and moved up into the lead. Not only did the car provide a better feeling, it was quicker as well. In race 1, I could only do a 2:35.221 minutes’ lap time while in race 2, I did a 2:32. I pulled a slight gap on the first few laps, but once Huff had overtaken Nykjaer, he quickly closed up. I let him past and stayed right behind him, so that we could pull clear from the rest of the field together. After another safety car phase, we lost our advantage again. Racing resumed on lap seven. Huff was really quicker, so I had to let him go. In the closing stages, Yvan Muller moved up into third place in one of the other Chevrolets and like that, I was stuck behind the fastest driver in the field and the new world champion. It couldn’t have been much better. I am really happy with this second place in the final race. Like this, I also end up as the best-placed BMW driver in fourth place of the drivers’ standings in a world championship that was dominated by the three works-Chevrolets this year. 
All season long, we have been saying that we are ‘best of the rest’ and in all honesty, I believe that this was all we could manage. Together with ROAL Motorsport, I am looking back upon a great season. We were always on the pace, scored a race win in Japan and got a fine overall result. Plenty of reasons to be happy. We knew that this was the most realistic goal. Of course, we are already looking forward to next year, but nothing has been decided. I hope that we will be able to sort out everything before Christmas already and that I can be back again in the FIA World Touring Car Championship, preferably with this team and this car”, says Tom Coronel.

A video with Tom reviewing the Macau WTCC weekend is available at:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lvjwwA9HMIw&feature=player_profilepage.
Result Race 1: 1.Rob Huff 11 laps in 35:01.903; 2. Yvan Muller (both Chevrolet Cruze 1.6T) +1.016; 3. Gabriele Tarquini (Sunred SR Leon 1.6 T) +6.666;  4. Tom Coronel (ROAL Motorsport BMW 320 TC) +8.239; 5. Michel Nykjaer (Sunred SR Leon 1.6 T) +10.778 and 6. Franz Engstler (BMW 320 TC) +11.165. 

Result Race 2: 1. Rob Huff (Chevrolet Cruze) 11 laps in 33:23.773  2.Tom Coronel (ROAL Motorsport BMW 320 TC) +4.680; 3. Yvan Muller (Chevrolet Cruze) +8.695; 4. Gabriele Tarquini (Sunred SR Leon 1.6 T) +9.047; 5. Michel Nykjaer (Sunred SR Leon 1.6 T) +10.718 and 6. Mehdi Bennani (BMW 320 TC) +11.066.  

Final standings after 24 rounds:

1. Yvan Muller 433 points; 2. Rob Huff 430; 3. Alain Menu 323; 4. Tom Coronel 233 and 5. Gabriele Tarquini 204.
During the 2011 WTCC season, Tom Coronel is being supported by: McGregor, TW Steel -big in oversized watches- and AkzoNobel stickerfixTM.
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Tom Coronel
Tel: +31 (0) 653140989
E-mail: tom@tomcoronel.nl
Web: www.tomcoronel.nl
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Videos: www.youtube.com/tomcoronelracing
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