[image: image1.jpg]uncr

FIA World Touring Car
Championship

ROAL Motorsport




[image: image2.jpg]M°GREGOR’
[ XJ
TW STEEL

AkzoNobel





Tom Coronel strengthens 4th WTCC championship position in China
Sjanghai, November 6th, 2011 – Eventually, the Shanghai Tianma Circuit was selected as the venue to host the 21st and 22nd round of the FIA World Touring Car Championship, a short and go-kart-like track with little opportunities for overtaking. This made qualifying all the more important, as the starting grid positions for the two races would be determined there. For ROAL Motorsport BMW driver Tom Coronel, free practice and qualifying went well, at least judging by the lap times. With the reversed starting grid order for race two, his fastest time from first qualifying meant tenth position on the grid. Second qualifying, in which the fastest lap time counts, brought him sixth position. After two nice and exciting races, as the 39-year old Dutch driver called them, Tom Coronel scored a pair of fifth places to strengthen his fourth place in the drivers’ standings of the 2011 FIA WTCC. With this position, he is ‘best of the rest’ behind the three works Chevrolets and also the best-placed BMW driver.

Just like for the rest of the FIA WTCC field, this race was the first encounter for Tom Coronel and ROAL Motorsport with the circuit, opened seven years ago and just over two kilometres long. This resulted into a distance of 25 laps for both races. Tom Coronel said about the circuit: “It is a tight track, where you have to shift down to second and sometimes even to first gear before the corners. After every corner, you have to build up the speed again. Because the track is so narrow, overtaking is very difficult, so we will see some contact here and there. In the first practice session, there was also some dirt on the track and some parts were still damp, so you had to be really careful. Space next to the track is also very limited.”

In qualifying, the track was drying out, so most drivers started with rain tyres and changed to slicks later on. “In fact, we were on the pace throughout the weekend, which was shown by our fastest time in first qualifying, but the problem was that this meant tenth place on the grid because of the reversed grid for race two. And that was quite annoying, but things are difficult to judge at a short track like this. We also had to prevent dropping out of the top 10 and being sidelined for second qualifying. In that session, I ended up sixth, but only one tenth of a second from second place. It really was that close. With that sixth place, I was on the third row of the grid, which looked quite promising. Race 1 started quite well. The start was okay, but I lost one position due to the chaos around me in the first few corners. Two laps later, I overtook Tarquini and I was sixth again, was able to close the gap to Muller’s Chevy and follow him. Halfway through the race, I lost a little bit of speed due to problems with the rollbar. As a result, I had oversteer all the time, so I had to powerslide through the corners quite often. Fortunately, I had enough exit speed out of the corners, so that went well. Fifth place was all I could manage at this track.”

At the standing start of race two, Tom Coronel made up three places right away and closed up to the drivers in front of him. Coronel: “The start of race two was great! I was able to move up in between a couple of people and thus gained positions. I was behind Colin Turkington’s BMW and ahead of Menu’s Chevrolet. There was plenty of action in front of me, but even more behind me and on lap ten, I benefited as Turkington locked up under braking. Menu went with me and together, we closed up to Huff (also Chevrolet, ed.). With the headlights of my car ablaze and a few little touches here and there, I tried to gain a position, but ‘Huffie’ didn’t give in. On the final lap, I tried it once more and that went well until he went a little bit too much sideways, which made me lose my speed and one position. I really had to try to get that final podium slot here. Unfortunately, it turned out to be different and I finished fifth once again. When you don’t try, you don’t succeed. Now, I tried and it went differently.” 
“I still enjoyed this race. It had plenty of action and it remained exciting and entertaining until the end. Most important for me are the points I have scored here as well and that allowed me to strengthen my fourth place in the world championship even further. The top 3 is a Chevrolet affair, so it is good that I am directly behind that as ‘best of the rest’ and the best-placed BMW driver!”
A video with Tom reviewing the China WTCC weekend is available at:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9lcITisU9II&feature=player_profilepage.

Result Race 1:

1.Alain Menu (Chevrolet Cruze 1.6 T) 25 laps in 28:05.718; 2. Colin Turkington (BMW 320 TC) +1.222; 3.Rob Huff (Chevrolet Cruze 1.6T) +5.065; 4. Yvan Muller (Chevrolet Cruze 1.6T) +8.005 and 5. Tom Coronel (ROAL Motorsport BMW 320 TC) +9.010.  

Result Race 2: 

1.Yvan Muller 25 laps in 28:19.599; 2. Gabriele Tarquini (Sunred SR Leon) +10.518; 3. Rob Huff +11.385; 4. Colin Turkington +11.812 and 5. Tom Coronel (ROAL Motorsport BMW 320 TC) +12.140.  

Drivers’ standings after 22 rounds: 

1.Yvan Muller 400 points; 2. Rob Huff 380; 3. Alain Menu 323; 4. Tom Coronel 203 and 5. Gabriele Tarquini 177.
During the 2011 WTCC season, Tom Coronel is being supported by: McGregor, TW Steel -big in oversized watches- and AkzoNobel stickerfixTM.
For the editor:
For further information, please contact:

Tom Coronel
Tel: +31 (0) 653140989
E-mail: tom@tomcoronel.nl
Web: www.tomcoronel.nl
Twitter: @tomcoronel
Videos: www.youtube.com/tomcoronelracing
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