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ROAL Motorsport BMW driver Tom Coronel a strong fifth after Porto WTCC races
Porto, July 3rd, 2011 – In the eleventh and twelfth round of the FIA World Touring Car Championship, the dominance of the blue Chevrolets again couldn’t be broken. At the Circuito da Boavista in Porto (Portugal), the Chevrolets had a clean sweep of the podium in the first race and a first, second and sixth place in the second heat. For ROAL Motorsport BMW driver Tom Coronel, the aim was to finish the two races at the narrow and at some points really challenging street circuit without any problems. The Dutchman started eight in the first race and after a rather uneventful affair, he finished sixth. For the 39-year old driver, the second race started from sixth place on the grid and after making up one position, he took the chequered flag in fifth place. Halfway through the 2011 FIA WTCC season, Tom Coronel is still fifth in the drivers’ standings, only one point down on fourth place.

After the race weekend, Tom Coronel is realistic: “We were racing on a street circuit. In itself, that is quite enjoyable, but there are also some restrictions. Overtaking is nearly impossible. Slipstreaming is a possibility, but the long straights often end with a very narrow chicane. When you are in the wrong position there, you have to take the escape road and you risk a drive-through penalty. For this weekend’s races, the circuit was modified in a few places. Together with the team, I already arrived on Thursday to have plenty of time to look where the changed chicanes were and where the new asphalt was. Free practice sessions went well. I didn’t have many problems and I was able to keep up with the others as ‘best of the rest’, behind the Chevys. In second qualifying, I ended up sixth. That was quite thrilling, because on my final lap, I tried to push it to the max, I hit the kerbstone and I went across the finish line rear end first. Fortunately, the car was undamaged.”

The first race got underway with a rolling start, the cars approaching the start line door-to-door. Tom Coronel: “You have to look in every direction, because you can be hit before the lights are out. I had a good start, but there wasn’t much else I could do. The Sunreds are 65 kilograms lighter than our BMW, so there is no way to deal with them. On lap five, I tried to overtake Sunred driver Tarquini, but that almost got me into trouble. There was nobody behind me, so I opted to play it safe and score points. It was a really boring race in which I really didn’t want to score any damage.” 
“The start of the second race was a lot more exciting, because Dahlgren stalled his Volvo on the grid. I had a great start and I was able to move my car between his car and the wall. Norbert Michelisz in one of the other BMWs did the same thing on the other side and went into the first corner just in front of me. I had gained two places and after Stefano D’Aste had to come into the pits for a drive-through penalty, I had won three places in total and I was fifth. At the end of the race, Alain Menu came up behind me with his Chevrolet. He made some attempts to pass me, but I could defend my position. On the final lap, I let the gap to the BMW in front of me get bigger to have some more space to defend. All in all, it was a weekend with not too much racing, but still a weekend without any damage and some world championship points. That is what we are doing it for. Donington is the venue for the next race. It has been a while since I last raced there, but I am quite confident that it will be all right there, too”, Coronel concludes.    

A video of Tom’s race weekend in Porto is available at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1MPDTYZAQSc&feature=player_profilepage.

Result Race 1:   

1.Alain Menu 11 laps 23.22.763; 2. Yvan Muller +1.262; 3. Robert Huff +1.519 (all Chevrolet Cruze); 4. Tiago Monteiro +5.710; 5. Gabriele Tarquini +10.457 (both Sunred SR Leon) and 6. Tom Coronel (ROAL Motorsport BMW 320 TC) +12.237.  

Result Race 2: 

1.Rob Huff 11 laps 23.24.533 2. Yvan Muller (both Chevrolet Cruze) +1.797; 3. Tiago Monteiro (Sunred SR Leon) +8.728; 4. Norbert Michelisz (BMW 320 TC) +9.752 5. Tom Coronel (BMW 320 TC) +10.059; 5. Alain Menu (Chevrolet Cruze) +11.114.

Points’ standings after 12 rounds:
1.Rob Huff 227 points;  2. Yvan Muller 195; 3. Alain Menu 167; 4. Tiago Monteiro 101;  5. Tom Coronel 100 

During the 2011 WTCC season, Tom Coronel is being supported by: McGregor, TW Steel -big in oversized watches- and Stickerfix.
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