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Hungaroring a new venue for WTCC, but not for BMW driver Tom Coronel
Budapest, June 3rd, 2011 – A late addition to the season schedule, the four kilometres long Hungaroring near Budapest is a new venue for the FIA World Touring Car Championship (WTCC). Initially, a round at the street circuit of Marrakech in Morocco was planned for the fourth weekend of the season, but financial problems prevented this and the Hungaroring was chosen as a replacement.  A nice, state-of-the-art facility to Formula 1 standards, but also a twisty lay-out, where Tom Coronel has already completed numerous laps in previous years. As a result, the 39-year old Dutch driver is confident that he can score a top-five result with the ROAL Motorsport BMW 320 TC.

“The Hungarians have built a beautiful and modern circuit. The area has some undulation, but that isn’t really a problem as such”, says Coronel. “In fact, the corners are the real challenge here. The track slightly drops towards the first 180 degree corner. That allows you to outbrake someone, but you have to be determined and you need a little bit of luck. The other parts of the circuit don’t provide so many opportunities for overtaking. Accordingly, a good qualifying result can help me to move up further to the front. Slipstreaming in practice doesn’t bring anything here, the Hungaroring is not such a circuit. You really have to do it yourself and together with the engineer, you have to find the right set-up as quickly as possible. We have never tested here with the BMW, so that is our first duty. A good corner exit already brings a lot. Another thing to consider is the very narrow chicane. From the races I have done here in the past (ETCC, FIA GT, LMS and last year’s 12 Hours of Hungary with the Toyo-Porsche, ed.), I know that you really have to stay away from the kerbstones there, because they are quite high and can cause a lot of damage.” 

For Coronel and the Italian ROAL Motorsport team, this is the first WTCC weekend during which team manager Roberto Ravaglia will be absent. He is attending a race meeting at Misano. For Tom Coronel, this isn’t a problem: “All the team members know what to do and our duty is to find the right set-up as quickly as possible. After that, there is only some fine-tuning to do and the rest is up to me.”

In the previous races, Tom Coronel has scored 40 world championship points and he is currently placed seventh in the drivers’ standings after six races.

Video footage about the preparations by Tom Coronel and ROAL Motorsport including testing at the Hungaroring can be watched at:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_profilepage&v=jgro7yleZeI.

Time schedule:

Friday, June 3rd, 2011

14:00-14:40

Test 

Saturday, June 4th, 2011

09:00-09:30 

1st free practice

11:30-12:00 

2nd free practice

15:00-15:20 

1st qualifying 

15:25-15:35 

2nd qualifying 

Sunday, June 5th, 2011

09:00-09:15 

Warm up

12:20-12:45 

Race 1 (12 laps = 52.584 km) (rolling start)

13:35-14:00 

Race 2 (12 laps = 52.584 km)  (standing start)

Qualifying, warm-up and the races will be broadcast by Eurosport this weekend.
During the 2011 WTCC season, Tom Coronel is being supported by: McGregor, TW Steel -big in oversized watches- and Stickerfix.
For the editor:
For further information, please contact:

Tom Coronel
Tel: +31 (0) 653140989
E-mail: tom@tomcoronel.nl
Web: www.tomcoronel.nl
Twitter: @tomcoronel
Videos: www.youtube.com/tomcoronelracing
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