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No fortune for BMW driver Tom Coronel during WTCC races in Zolder
Zolder, April 24th, 2011 – As a racing driver, Tom Coronel is professional enough to know that in motorsport, victory and defeat are often very closely together. Having scored a second and a fourth place during the season opener in Brazil, he failed to score any points in the second season meeting of the 2011 FIA World Touring Car Championship (WTCC). At the Circuit of Zolder in Belgium, 39-year old Coronel had only very little fortune. He already had to cope with brake problems in qualifying and he only ended up eleventh on the starting grid for both races as a result. A trouble-free run in warm-up was followed by the first of two races. After a good start, the Dutch driver already made up four places with his ROAL Motorsport BMW 320 TC. However, his progress was stopped by other drivers who were involved in various incidents. This eventually led to a heavy collision with a fellow BMW driver, in which Coronel’s blue and white BMW was damaged beyond repair. A pitiful situation for the team, the driver, the sponsors and the many fans who had trekked to Zolder just for Tom Coronel.

“That’s racing!” was Tom Coronel’s verdict as he returned to the pits. “But it is too bad that it happens during a weekend everyone had been looking forward to so much. After all, this is my home race in the championship and it was always in the back of my mind that there were so many people here on the grandstands just for me. We also had many sponsors and guests on site and as a driver, you want to show your very best. Free practice went well. I was just four tenths of a second short of the fastest time. Qualifying didn’t go that well. On my fast laps with new tyres, I made a mistake under braking at the same place (the corner at the hospital) twice. This left me four hundredths of a second short of making it into the top ten. Now, I ended up eleventh and had to make my way up through the field. I had an excellent start and was already up in seventh place quite soon, but then I lost two places following a manoeuvre by Fredy Barth. He pushed me to the outside and I immediately lost speed because of this. Then Poulsen overtook me as well, so I wasn’t happy at all! Fortunately, it was still early in the race and I had plenty of time left to attack. However, soon after that, Fredy Barth spun thirty metres in front of me and swerved back onto the track. I opted to take the outside of the corner, went through the dirt and into the gravel trap. I still managed to find a way out by driving slowly, but there turned out to be a deep hole at the end of the gravel trap. My car bounced back onto the track and I briefly lost control as a result. Just at that time, Franz Engstler’s BMW passed in front of me. There was no way to avoid the collision for any one of us and the damage was massive.”

Back in the pits later on, the true size of the damage became apparent. In front of the Eurosport cameras, team owner Roberto Ravaglia stipulated that Tom Coronel had been driving an excellent race until the moment of the crash. “We witnessed him making his way up from eleventh to seventh, but then there was the crash. The front end of the car is seriously damaged and there is no way to repair it within the time we have available. As a result, we are sidelined from the second race and we are now looking forward to the next races at Monza.” Coronel adds: “It is just too bad that we haven’t been able to make more of it.”

A video of Tom’s race weekend in Zolder including his crash is available at:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gd0YGbT8Bq4&feature=share.

Result Race 1 FIA WTCC 2011 Zolder :   

1.Rob Huff 15 laps in 29.18.807; 2. Alain Menu +1.244 3. Yvan Muller +1.740 (all Chevrolet Cruze 1.6 T) 4. Gabriele Tarquini +3.790; 5. Tiago Monteiro (both SEAT Leon 2.0 TDi) +5.102 and 6. Kristian Poulsen (BMW 320 TC) +8.987. Tom Coronel retired
Result Race 2: 

1. Gabriele Tarquini 13 laps in 19.38.428; 2. Alain Menu +0.448; 3.Tiago Monteiro +0.886;  4. Darryl O’Young (Chevrolet Cruze 1.6 T) +1.614; 5. Michel Nykjaer (SEAT Leon 2.0 TDi) +5.702 and 6. Rob Huff +5.901. Tom Coronel did not start.

Standings after 4 races:

1.Rob Huff 70 points; 2. Alain Menu 69; 3.Gabriele Tarquini 51;4. Yvan Muller 48; 5. Tiago Monteiro 31; 6 Tom Coronel 30;
During the 2011 WTCC season, Tom Coronel is being supported by: McGregor, TW Steel -big in oversized watches- and Stickerfix.
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For further information, please contact:

Tom Coronel
Tel: +31 (0) 653140989
E-mail: tom@tomcoronel.nl
Web: www.tomcoronel.nl
Twitter: @tomcoronel
Videos: www.youtube.com/tomcoronelracing
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