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Tom Coronel continues upward trend in first practice WTCC Zolder
Zolder, April 22nd, 2011 – This weekend, Tom Coronel’s aim is at least to match his strong opening of the season in the FIA WTCC in Curitiba in Brazil. The 39-year old Dutch driver started into what could be considered at his home event at Zolder in Belgium by setting the fourth fastest time in free practice. Driving the ROAL Motorsport BMW 320 TC, Tom Coronel only came four tenth of a second short of the fastest time set by Italian Gabriele Tarquini.

“Everything is set for a beautiful weekend,” says Tom Coronel. “And I am not just talking about the weather, but also about the fact that Zolder is my home round on the FIA WTCC calendar. Even more so because of the special promotion that has been set up between the circuits of Zolder and Zandvoort. Anyone with a paddock pass for Zolder also gets admission to the paddock at Zandvoort for the national Easter Races one day later. That really is a great promotion that I would strongly recommend to everybody, especially to those who have difficulties choosing one circuit or the other. Now, you can enjoy both events and have to pay only once. As a result, I expect to see many Dutch people on the grandstands and I will do my utmost to put on a good show and get a nice result. Potentially, that should be feasible, as we have already seen in Brazil.” 

“I enjoy racing at Zolder, although overtaking there is not always easy. Tomorrow, I want to get a good position in qualifying, because the places you win there, you don’t have to make up during the race. In free practice, I was on the pace, ending up fourth, four tenth of a second from the fastest time. The session was red-flagged twice, so we didn’t have all the time to get things working perfectly. The BMW did great and I immediately felt at ease in the car. Given the start of the weekend, a podium finish should again be within reach and that is what we will be aiming at. And I hope that there will be many Dutch fans making the journey to Zolder to support me. I will do my very best not to let them down,” says a competitive Tom Coronel.

Anyone wanting to watch Tom Coronel racing at Zolder, has to leave home quite early as the races are scheduled between 12.20 and 14.05 h. 

A video with Tom estimating his chances for the WTCC-races in Zolder is available at: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w-NzCmDpEQk&feature=youtube_gdata_player.

During the 2011 WTCC season, Tom Coronel is being supported by: McGregor, TW Steel -big in oversized watches- and Stickerfix.
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