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Podium finish for ROAL Motorsport BMW driver Tom Coronel in first WTCC weekend
Eemnes, March 20th, 2011 - Finishing second in the second race, Dutch BMW racing driver Tom Coronel ended up on the podium right away during the opening weekend of the 2011 FIA World Touring Car Championship (WTCC). In the first race at the Autodromo Nactional de Curitiba in Brazil, Coronel finished fourth. In the second race, he had a perfect start and he led for many laps, but he finally had to take second place behind Alain Menu. Good results for the 38-year old Dutch driver, who had his first races with the BMW 320 TC with the new 1.6 litre turbocharged engine this weekend. “These are the results that give ROAL Motorsport, BMW and myself the confidence that we need for the races to come. The next event will be at the circuit of Zolder in Belgium next month. These are my home races in this championship, so that is promising quite something,” says Coronel. 

In the free practice sessions, Tom Coronel already demonstrated the potential of his new BMW. He set the fastest lap time and ended up on top of the time sheets. “In qualifying, we were still having some small technical problems. Nothing serious, but solving them cost us some time and that meant that eighth place on the grid for race one and third place for race two was all I could manage,” said Tom Coronel. His hopes for dry conditions in the two races was fulfilled. “I had a dream start from eighth place. I was able to overtake many drivers, was briefly up in fourth place, but had to give that up having been hit by fellow BMW driver Poulsen. He got a warning for hitting me, but he was able to race on, so it was down to me to decide it on the track. He made more and more mistakes on the last few laps and on the final lap, I managed to overtake him. Thus, I claimed fourth place and that was a good result to start with for all of us. We are realistic and we know that the Chevrolets are hard to beat, but this is racing, so you should never give up.” 
This turned out to be true even more in the second race when the Dutch BMW driver had a perfect start and was thus able to overtake the Chevrolet that started in front of him. “Another dream start”, said Coronel. “I was in the lead and tried to pull a gap. That went quite well, but halfway through the race, I saw the cars behind me closing up. My gap got smaller and Alain Menu overtook me on the inside where I didn’t expect him. Just like in the first race, I decided to stay behind him and I kept hoping for Menu to make a mistake. He did so indeed, but not enough for me to overtake him. In his slipstream, I came home in second place and to be honest, that was more than what my team principals Roberto Ravaglia and Umberto Grano and I had hoped for. We have proven that we are competitive and that is giving us a good feeling. Especially with the next race taking place in Zolder in Belgium. I am expecting a lot of Dutch fans there and I hope for a good result.”  
Result Race 1 FIA WTCC 2011 Curitiba:   

1.Rob Huff 14 laps in 19.29.481; 2. Yvan Muller, + 0.873; 3. Carlos ‘Caca’ Bueno, + 3.924 (all Chevrolet Cruze) 4. Tom Coronel (ROAL Motorsport BMW 320 TC), + 12.714; 5. Kristian Poulsen (BMW 320 TC), + 13.004; 6. Alain Menu (Chevrolet Cruze), + 13.402 

Result Race 2: 

1. Alain Menu 14 laps in 19.38.428; 2. Tom Coronel,  + 0.265; 3. Yvan Muller, + 0.917; 4. Rob Huff, + 1.321; 5. Carlos Bueno, + 2.409; 6. Gabriele Tarquini (SEAT Leon TDi), + 4.512.  

Points’ standings after 2 races:

Rob Huff 37 points; 2. Alain Menu 33; 3. Yvan Muller 33; 4. Tom Coronel 30; 5.  Carlos Bueno 25 and Gabriële Tarquini 14
During the 2011 WTCC season, Tom Coronel is being supported by: McGregor, TW Steel -big in oversized watches- and Stickerfix.
For the editor:
For further information, please contact:

Tom Coronel
Tel: +31 (0) 653140989
E-mail: tom@tomcoronel.nl
Web: www.tomcoronel.nl
Twitter: @tomcoronel
Videos: www.youtube.com/tomcoronelracing
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