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Tom Coronel claims second WTCC-victory in Japan
Suzuka, October 23rd, 2011 – Tom Coronel has achieved his second FIA WTCC race victory. With his ROAL Motorsport BMW 320 TC, he started from the front row for the 20th season round of the World Touring Car Championship and concluded a faultless race with victory. Coronel also achieved his second WTCC race win in Japan. This time, the race took place at the 2.3 kilometres short sprint track of Suzuka. The 39-year old Dutch driver already has scored many great achievements in his racing career in Japan, among others his maiden WTCC race win three years ago. 
Victory at Suzuka also was the crown on the huge efforts that the ROAL Motorsport technicians had put in after the BMW had become massively damaged in the first corner of the first race. Also based on thus result (on the first birthday of Coronel’s son Rocco), Tom has strengthened his fourth place in the 2011 FIA WTCC drivers’ standings. He is still ‘best of the rest’  behind the dominant Chevrolet factory team that has locked out the first three places.
For Tom Coronel, racing in Japan is like coming home. “It is really unbelievable how many people came to see me this weekend. I signed hundreds, perhaps thousands of autographs. Of course, it really is a great feeling that people still haven’t forgotten me after many years. I also enjoy it and I am taking the time for it. But, of course, we were also here to race. Practice sessions went well. In free practice, it rained sometimes and I was on the pace. That also went for the first qualifying session. Initially, I was in the top 3 for a long time, but as everyone knows, one has to qualify somewhere around ninth place to get a good starting grid position for the second race. That is not easy, because this track is really short and the margins are very small. That also showed in the results. Fortunately, it turned out well for me with ninth place, because that put me on the front row for the second race due to the reversed grid. Then, we put our heads down to get the fastest time. A clever tyre strategy made me fast, but not fast enough. With a time that was 15 hundredths of a second short of the pole time, I was fifth on the grid and the best-placed BMW driver. 
In my first race, I had a great start, but before the first corner, I was already hit by Rob Huff. The rear of my BMW slid out and Tarquini couldn’t avoid me. That race was already over after 11 seconds. Fortunately, I was still able to make it into the pits, where the technicians of the ROAL Motorsport team could start repairing the damage right away. It looked seriously, the right front wheel was bent, but the guys did it. I still rejoined the field for the last three laps of the race to check the car. Everything worked well, so I was really confident for the second race. 
Just before the start, I was the first drops of rain on the windscreen. That wasn’t nice, because I had chosen slick tyres. Rain wasn’t heavy and I had a good start. It was a little bit hectic, because I felt the car sliding on the damp track in the first couple of corners. I was in front and had a close look to see where Yvan Muller closed up and where I was able to pull a gap. The set-up of my car allowed me to have more speed while coming onto the main straight and that enabled me to pull clear every time until the final lap. Then, I kept all the gaps closed and drove victory home. Great, of course, because we know that the Chevys are unbeatable in the overall standings. With this result, I have strengthened my position as ‘best of the rest’ and I am also still the best-placed BMW. Moreover, this is a good result for ROAL Motorsport. They have been working really hard for this. 
About my race shoes? Oh yes, I had forgotten to bring my race shoes and initially got a pair from Monteiro. They were too tight, so I asked Alain Menu. He still had a spare pair of shoes and they were fine. On top of that, there was a four-leaf clover. Like for my maiden Formula Nippon race in the past, I was given one by a Japanese fan. Once again, I put it into the car and it brought me luck. Well, at least in the second race”, said Tom Coronel. 

A video of Tom’s WTCC-weekend is available at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aCd06X56aEQ&feature=player_profilepage.
Result Race 1:

1.Alain Menu 25 laps in 25:50.910; 2. Rob Huff (both Chevrolet Cruze 1.6T) +3.133; 3. Michel Nykjaer (Sunred SR Leon 1.6 T) +3.786; 4. Yvan Muller (Chevrolet Cruze) +4.441; 5. Kristian Poulsen (BMW 320 TC) +4.851 and 6. Colin Turkington (BMW 320 TC) +8.601. Tom Coronel (ROAL Motorsport BMW 320 TC) +20 laps.  

Race 2: 

1.Tom Coronel (ROAL Motorsport BMW 320 TC)  23 laps in 21:10.854; 2. Yvan Muller +0.558; 3. Rob Huff +0.840; 4. Alain Menu (all Chevrolet Cruze) +1.576; 5. Robert Dahlgren (Volvo C30) +2.057 and 6. Michel Nykjaer (Sunred SR Leon 1.6 T) +7.397 

Drivers’ standings after 20 rounds: 

1.Yvan Muller 363 points; 2. Rob Huff 350; 3. Alain Menu 290; 4. Tom Coronel 183 and 5. Gabriele Tarquini 159.
During the 2011 WTCC season, Tom Coronel is being supported by: McGregor, TW Steel -big in oversized watches- and AkzoNobel stickerfixTM.
For the editor:
For further information, please contact:

Tom Coronel
Tel: +31 (0) 653140989
E-mail: tom@tomcoronel.nl
Web: www.tomcoronel.nl
Twitter: @tomcoronel
Videos: www.youtube.com/tomcoronelracing
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