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Podium finish for Tom Coronel at WTCC Valencia
Valencia, September 4th, 2011 – Tom Coronel had a moving weekend during the FIA WTCC meeting at the Ricardo Tormo circuit in Valencia in Spain. The Dutchman is racing a ROAL Motorsport BMW 320 TC in the World Touring Car Championship and initially scored a third and a fourth place from the ninth season event. 
With a clever and, at times, defending driving style, he managed to gain two places in the race to end in third place, a fine podium finish. In the second race, the Dutch BMW driver started from the front row and made the best use of this position to take the lead. However, as the 13 race laps went on, the tyres lost more and more grip, the handling of the car became worse and the opposition closed up. In one of the race battles, the 39-year old Dutchman twice tangled with one of his Spanish fellow BMW drivers. In this incident, the front-wheel suspension got damaged and Coronel dropped back to fifth. However, he still managed to gain one place at the end of the race. After the race, he was summoned before the stewards of the meeting, who gave him a 10 seconds’ time penalty. This made him drop back to seventh. In the World Championship standings, Tom Coronel is still ranked fourth.

After the races, Tom reported: “Basically, it was a good weekend. We were on the pace from the very beginning and the car was very consistent. Things went well in qualifying. I was in contact with the team members on the pit wall all the time. When I was in fifth place, I went out with fresh tyres once more, but during that lap, I already dropped back to ninth and could ease off. A good position for the ‘reversed’ top ten starting grid order for the second race. After that, I pushed hard for the starting grid positions for race one. That ended up with fifth place, which was all I could do.” 
“In Race 1, I had a good start. There was a lot of action around me and my main goal was to make it through the first couple of corners without any damage. Alain Menu and Tiago Monteiro were in front of me and had quite a battle. I was behind them for a while and wanted to benefit in case they would collide. Villa came close to me and even overtook me, but I was able to take him back soon after that. Poulsen did that, too, and was behind me for many laps. The two front runners were far off and had their own battle, which allowed Menu to close up to them. In front of me, Monteiro was all on his own and behind me, there were three BMWs closing up. By holding on to my line, I could keep them at bay and benefit when Monteiro and Tarquini dropped back. Slightly surprisingly, I was third and finished on the podium.” 
“Race two had a standing start from second on the grid. Pole-sitter Franz Engstler stalled at the start and this allowed me to take the lead ahead of local driver Javier Villa in one of the other BMWs. In the first couple of laps, I built up a considerable margin, but had to give it up from lap four due to oversteering problems. It was really difficult for the tyres at this track. Villa came closer and closer and with four laps remaining, he started hitting me and pushed me onto the dirty part of the track. He kept on and I held on to my line. In the process, my front wheel hit his rear wheel, the front part of my car even went up into the air. Villa wanted to move to the inside, hit me again on the left-hand corner and went off the track. I came onto the dirty part again and lost four places. I was able to continue, but a podium finish was beyond reach. Later, I had to report to the stewards, who gave me a ten seconds’ time penalty. I dropped back to seventh as a result. Too bad, because a better result would have been possible.”

A video with a WTCC Valencia race report is available at: http://www.youtube.com/tomcoronelracing#p/u/0/y8SkV_wZgx4.
Result Race 1 Valencia :   

1.Yvan Muller 14 laps 25:39.052; 2. Alain Menu +1.103 (both Chevrolet Cruze); 3.Tom Coronel (ROAL Motorsport BMW 320 TC) +6.345; 4. Kristian Poulsen (BMW 320 TC) +9.961; 5. Robert Huff (Chevrolet Cruze) +15.404 and 6. Javier Villa (BMW 320 TC) +15.630. 

Result Race 2 Valencia: 

1.Yvan Muller  13 laps 23:14.296; 2. Rob Huff +0.434; 3. Alain Menu +1.143 (all Chevrolet Cruze);  4. Tom Coronel (BMW 320 TC) +2.184 ; 5. Gabriele Tarquini (Sunred SR Leon) +2.966 and 6.Kristian Poulsen (BMW 320 TC) +5.560. Afterwards, Coronel was relegated to seventh, allowing Tarquini, Poulsen and Michelisz to move up.

Standings after 16 races:

1.Yvan Muller 333 points; 2. Rob Huff 317; 3. Alain Menu 253; 4. Tom Coronel 158 and 5. Gabriele Tarquini 157.
During the 2011 WTCC season, Tom Coronel is being supported by: McGregor, TW Steel -big in oversized watches- and AkzoNobel stickerfixTM.
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