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ROAL BMW driver Tom Coronel returns from Oschersleben after a good and a bad WTCC race
Oschersleben, July 31st, 2011 – Tom Coronel has more than mixed feelings looking back upon the 15th and 16th season round of the FIA World Touring Car Championship in the Motorsport Arena Oschersleben. Qualifying brought him a fifth and a seventh starting grid position at the 3,696 metres long race track in the eastern part of Germany. The start of the first race went very well and Coronel was third with his ROAL Motorsport BMW 320 TC coming out of the first corner. However, that didn’t go without a bang as he had quite some contact while overtaking. In the following laps, however, he wasn’t able to hold on to his great position behind two of the three works-Chevrolets. Handling problems were the reason that he dropped back more and more and he eventually was classified a rather disappointing tenth, still scoring one world championship point. In race two, weather and track conditions were better and so was the result for the 39-year old Dutchman. In spite of setting the fastest race lap time, he just was 31 thousandths of a second behind former world champion Gabriele Tarquini at the finish line. Thus, Tarquini just secured himself a podium finish for coming home third. Tom Coronel was classified fourth and going into the summer break, he is now in fifth place in the world championship standings with 137 points.

After two totally different races, Tom Coronel is at least glad having made it to the finish in both occasions. “But the two races were totally incomparable. Really, there is no way for me, or even for the entire team, to explain it. During free practice and qualifying, the track was sometimes wet, too, and we were on the pace. Warm-up in the wet went fine, too. With that confidence in the car, I started the race, although the start was postponed twice because not everybody was running in the right order. Once the lights were off, I had a great start and quickly moved up into third place. Two Chevrolets immediately pulled away in front of me and the only thing I was doing was trying to make it through without any damage in these hectic opening stages. Of course, it was slippery, but it had been like that earlier during the weekend. A new thing for me was that I had a total lack of grip on the front wheels, both when turning in and under braking. And that while we hadn’t made any changes on the set-up. The only different thing were the tyres. For the race, we put a new set of tyres on. It turned into a dramatic race, during which I was overtaken by more and more drivers, even some drivers I am normally well ahead of. I was 2.5 seconds slower than in the morning and once I was down in eleventh place, I was really wondering what the point of all this was. I still continued and benefited from another driver retiring. Tenth place still got me a world championship point and who know how valuable that will prove to be. After the race, we analysed everything together with the technicians and team-manager Roberto Ravaglia, and the only problem we could find were the rain tyres.”

Conditions were better for the second race. Tom Coronel: “As a result, it was a completely different race. From the standing start, I opted for the outside line and I was briefly pushed onto the grass by one of the SEATs. I managed to get the car back onto the asphalt again and to move up. Now, I was sixth coming out of the first corner and closed up on Tarquini. Rob Huff with one of the Chevrolets was behind me. After the safety-car (to allow for the debris from a startline accident to be moved away – ed.), I not only had to keep Huff behind me, but also try to overtake Monteiro’s SEAT, who had moved in front of me. His pace was considerably lower, so once he left a gap, his place was mine to take. Huff wanted to close up, but he failed. His team-mate Muller went through on the inside and gained a place, so from then on, he was the one behind me. That all went well, until race leader Norbert Michelisz spun on lap nine and rejoined the race right in front of us. That allowed Muller to overtake me. Two laps later, Michelisz left the door open for Muller, from which I could benefit as well. He came back after that once again, tried something impossible and ended up off the track and into the tyre barriers. On the final laps, I succeeded in closing the gap to the front runners together with Muller and after he made a mistake, the road was clear for me to move up to Gabriele Tarquini, who was in third place. That turned into a nice battle until the finish line, but unfortunately, he was 0.031 seconds quicker. A weekend with two totally different races. One with the slowest time and a race in which I set the fastest lap time. It is all quite difficult to explain”, says Coronel.
A video with Tom’s performances at Oschersleben is available at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lcB-RP8EVaU.

Result Race 1:   

1.Yvan Muller 14 laps 25.54.624; 2. Rob Huff +0.289; 3. Gabriele Tarquini +13.810; 4. Robert Dahlgren +14.665 and 10. Tom Coronel +45.665 

Result Race 2: 

1.Franz Engstler 15 laps in 25.05.708; 2. Alain Menu +0.750; 3, Gabriele Tarquini +2.361; 4. Tom Coronel +2.392 and 5. Yvan Muller +3.117 
Standings after 16 rounds:

1.Rob Huff 289 points; 2. Yvan Muller 283; 3. Alain Menu 220; 4. Gabriele Tarquini 145 and 5. Tom Coronel 137.
During the 2011 WTCC season, Tom Coronel is being supported by: McGregor, TW Steel -big in oversized watches- and AkzoNobel stickerfixTM.
For the editor:
For further information, please contact:

Tom Coronel
Tel: +31 (0) 653140989
E-mail: tom@tomcoronel.nl
Web: www.tomcoronel.nl
Twitter: @tomcoronel
Videos: www.youtube.com/tomcoronelracing
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