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BMW driver Tom Coronel scores valuable points in WTCC races Donington

Donington, July 17th, 2011 – Taking into account that the Chevrolet works-team is virtually unbeatable this year, Tom Coronel has achieved an almost maximum scored from the FIA WTCC double-header event at Donington Park in the UK. The World Touring Car Championship raced at the undulating and challenging circuit near Nottingham for the first time and the weather played an important role in the 13th and 14th round of the championship. For 39-year old Coronel, the first race started with eighth place on the grid, a starting position he turned into a fourth place behind the three Chevrolets after a great overtaking race. Based on his tenth position in the first qualifying heat, the Dutch driver had to start the second race with ‘reversed grid’ from pole position with his ROAL Motorsport BMW. This resulted into a great start from which Coronel couldn’t benefit. After the start, he pulled quite a gap, but lost it again after a mistake in the fourth corner. Thus, he came back into the pack one lap later and fourth place was all he could get from the 13 lap race. In spite of this disappointment, Tom Coronel again scored quite a few WTCC points and moved up to fourth place in the drivers’ standings with a total of 124 points. 

Tom said afterwards: “Of course, that pole position was great. Everyone knows that you also need a little bit of luck to get it and this time, it came my way. The eighth fastest time could have been slightly better, but after my first lap with new tyres, I had to come in to have my car weighed. After that, there was no more opportunity to improve my lap time. Too bad, but I certainly wasn’t the only one. I heard that Tarquini had the same problem in the first qualifying heat.”

The start of the first race was slightly chaotic. Tom: “Luckily, the track is rather wide here and I was able to make my way up, overtaking several drivers. Like that, I was suddenly up in fifth place behind Tarquini. He made a mistake and I gained another position. At that time, a slight drizzle had already set in and I knew that I had to pull clear from Tarquini as far as possible to prevent any troubles in case of a real rain shower. On the last two laps, rain increased and Tarquini closed up again. I only just managed to keep him at bay.”

The second race of the day had all to put the crown on the weekend. Coronel: “I had an excellent start. Behind me, the battle was on at full song and that allowed me to pull a gap. I had slight understeer in turn four, ran wide and came into the dirt. I managed to limit the damage, but soon after that, I ended up between the drivers who were battling behind me and I was hit by Spanish driver Villa. I dropped back to fifth. It remained pretty chaotic on the track and after I had overtaken Tarquini, I tried to also overtake Franz Engstler, who was in front of me. I steadily put more pressure on him, but the final podium slot was beyond reach. Too bad, because I think that I certainly could have won. I have made only one mistake during the weekend, but it was a crucial one. And Villa’s attempt really was a do-or-die-affair.”

In spite of this setback, Tom Coronel is now placed fourth in the World Championship standings behind the three Chevrolet drivers.
A video with the spectacular WTCC races at Donington is available at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UNrQpq-VgWE.

Result Race 1:   

1.Yvan Muller; 2. Robert Huff +1.136; 3. Alain Menu +3.903 (all Chevrolet Cruze); 4.Tom Coronel (ROAL Motorsport BMW 320 TC) +8.708; 5. Gabriele Tarquini (Sunred SR Leon 1.6 T) +9.299 and 6. Franz Engstler (BMW 320 TC) +14.186.   

Result race 2: 

1.Yvan Muller  2. Rob Huff (both Chevrolet Cruze) +0.957; 3. Franz Engstler  (BMW 320 TC) +3.676  4. Tom Coronel (BMW 320 TC) +4.826 ; 5. Alain Menu (Chevrolet Cruze 1.6 ) +8.392 and 6.Robert Dahlgren (Volvo C30 Drive) +9.016.  

Drivers’ standings after 14 rounds: 

1.Rob Huff 263 points;  2. Yvan Muller 248; 3. Alain Menu 192 en 4. Tom Coronel 124.   

During the 2011 WTCC season, Tom Coronel is being supported by: McGregor, TW Steel -big in oversized watches- and AkzoNobel stickerfixTM.
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