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Second place for ROAL Motorsport BMW driver Tom Coronel in Brno WTCC weekend
Brno, June 19th, 2011 – For BMW driver Tom Coronel, the fifth race weekend of the FIA World Touring Car Championship (WTCC) resulted into a well-deserved fourth and a great second place. With the ROAL Motorsport BMW 320 TC, the 39-year old Dutch driver succeeded in turning his good qualifying results into two top classifications in the races and plenty of championship points. In the World Championship standings, the Dutchman moved up one place and is now fifth with 82 points. Currently, he is only one point short of fourth place.

“A great present, and it isn’t even my birthday,” Tom Coronel said after the races. Soon after that, he realised that in The Netherlands, today is father’s day. “Maybe that is the reason. This really was the maximum we were able to achieve. The Chevrolets are in a league of their own and are able to close gaps with ease. Accordingly, making it on the podium with a different car requires a little bit of luck. We had that luck earlier this season at Curitiba and now at Brno. A fourth and a second place bring me a trophy, but the championship points that I have scored mean even more to me. This weekend, I have moved up two places in the points’ standings and I am only one point short of fourth place.”
After qualifying, Tom was clear. “We have taken some risk, but that is necessary to get a good starting grid position. I was in eighth place for a long time, which meant a position on the second row due to the ‘reversed grid’. But there were others who were faster and with only little time left, I was suddenly down in eleventh place. That left me out of contention for the top 10 qualifying. Fortunately, I was still on the track and managed to secure ninth place on my final lap. That put me on the front row of the grid. However, my BMW wasn’t the way I wanted it and together with the ROAL Motorsport technicians, we looked for a different set-up. That worked out, as I was able to claim a nice third place on the grid in the top 10 qualifying, thanks to a slipstream from Norbert Michelisz in another BMW. A great position to start the races from. A penalty for one of the other competitors made me move up one more place, which meant a second row position on the reversed grid.” 
“The first race was difficult. During the first three laps, I was still able to keep Alain Menu behind me, but then he closed up to his two team-mates. Three Chevrolets on the first three places and me as ‘best of the rest’ in fourth. That really was all I could do, the supremacy of the light-blue cars (Chevrolets, ed.) is just too big. For this race, we were handicapped even more with 30 kg of success ballast. That made it even more difficult, but the rules are like this and that is the way we have to do it. In qualifying, we had kept a set of tyres aside for the second race.” 
“In that race, I had a magnificent start and took the lead. This time, the Chevrolets had to come from a little bit further down the ranks and had to battle with two SEAT drivers. That certainly helped me in the first part of the race. Halfway through the race, Yvan Muller was the first driver to show up right behind me and there was no way for me to stay ahead of him. After that, his two team-mates showed up with Alain Menu in front. That became quite exciting in some places and we even made contact once, but I managed to keep them behind me. Now that was great, wasn’t it? Finishing second in this field is absolutely fantastic. There is not too much we can do against the supremacy of the Chevys. They either have to retire or we need some luck. These results feel like victory and that is also the way team principal Roberto Ravaglia and BMW’s head of motorsport Mario Theissen, who was present today, are looking at it,” says an overjoyed Tom Coronel.
A video with Tom reviewing the successful WTCC weekend in Brno is available at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wtw7irND-lU&feature=player_profilepage.

Result race 1 FIA WTCC Brno:

1.Rob Huff 10 laps in 21.59.507 ; 2. Yvan Muller, +0.858; 3. Alain Menu (all Chevrolet Cruze) +11.697; 4. Tom Coronel (ROAL Motorsport BMW 320 TC) +13.026; 5. Kristian Poulsen (BMW 320 TC) +13.772 and 6. Robert Dahlgren (Volvo C30 Drive) +14.353.  

Result race 2 FIA WTCC Brno:

1.Yvan Muller (Chevrolet Cruze)  10 laps in 22.08.247 ; 2. Tom Coronel (ROAL Motorsport BMW 320 TC) +4.183  3. Alain Menu (Chevrolet Cruze) +4.415  4. Rob Huff (Chevrolet Cruze) +5.033; 5. Michael Nykjaer (Sunred SR Leon) +8.450 and 6. Gabriele Tarquini (Sunred SR Leon) +9.118.  

FIA WTCC points’ standings after 10 rounds:

1.Rob Huff 187 points; 2. Yvan Muller 162; 3. Alain Menu 134; 4. Gabriele Tarquini 83 and 5. Tom Coronel 82. 

During the 2011 WTCC season, Tom Coronel is being supported by: McGregor, TW Steel -big in oversized watches- and Stickerfix.
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For further information, please contact:

Tom Coronel
Tel: +31 (0) 653140989
E-mail: tom@tomcoronel.nl
Web: www.tomcoronel.nl
Twitter: @tomcoronel
Videos: www.youtube.com/tomcoronelracing
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