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Mixed fortunes for BMW driver Tom Coronel in Monza WTCC races
Monza, May 15th, 2011 – At the fast circuit of Monza in Italy, Tom Coronel had his eyes set on a podium finish in the third race weekend of the FIA World Touring Car Championship (FIA WTCC). With his ROAL Motorsport BMW 320 TC, he tested extensively prior to the weekend in order to find the right set-up for his car. This went according to plan and during first qualifying, the 39-year old Dutch driver showed a strong performance, ending up first. In the second qualifying heat, Tom Coronel lacked the slipstream from one of the other BMW drivers and didn’t make it beyond eighth place. Good starts in both races brought him a fifth place in the first race and an improvement of five places in the second race right away. In fifth place, a puncture on the final lap made him drop back ten places, so there was disappointment after this Italian race weekend.  

“We have been fighting for it”, says Tom Coronel after the races. “In spite of our extensive preparation, we didn’t get the car 100 percent right. I can’t say why. In steering, under braking, at speed and while accelerating out of the corners, it was really great, but on the kerbs in the Ascari chicane, the car kept bouncing. That is really bad at this fast circuit. I am certain that my fastest time in first qualifying was the result of me driving well, but also due to the fact that the others weren’t really pushing for it. In second qualifying, I had agreed with Franz Engstler in one of the other BMWs to give each other a slipstream. That turned out to be impossible and without a slipstream, you lack six to eight tenths of a second, this circuit is just too fast for that. On my own, I couldn’t do any better than eighth place”, said Coronel. 

From this eighth place, he made a perfect start. “I made up two places right away and was able to keep up. The BMW worked perfectly and I was able to fight. Due to the battles in front of me, I moved up another position and I ended up fifth. The problem at Ascari was still there. Between the races, we changed something on the set-up. In the second race, this time with a standing start, I got away even better and turned my tenth place into a fifth position on the opening lap already. It was a nice, but tough battle again, in which I was hit a couple of times. I am afraid that the rear wheel was hit one time too many as well, because I lost ten places due to a puncture on the final lap. Too bad, because I certainly could have achieved a better result”, the only Dutch driver in the FIA World Touring Car Championship says.
A video with Tom reviewing the Monza WTCC race weekend is available at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Lj0TIAWo1c&feature=player_profilepage.

Result 1st RACE FIA WTCC MONZA:

1.Robert Huff  9 laps in 18.07.398; 2. Yvan Muller, +1.291 (both Chevrolet Cruze); 3. Tiago Monteiro (SEAT Leon TDi) +4.239; 4.Norbert Michelisz, +4.269; 5. Tom Coronel, +4.499, 6. Kristian Poulsen, +5.509 (all BMW 320 TC). 

Result 2e race: 

1.Robert Huff 9 laps in 18.10.032; 2. Yvan Muller, +0.242  3. Kristian Poulsen, +3.559 4. Tiago Monteiro, +6.211 5. Alain Menu, +8.896, 6. Darryl O’Young (Chevrolet Cruze), +10.089, 15. Tom Coronel, +28.095 (due to a puncture)
Standings after 6 races:

1.Robert Huff 120; 2. Yvan Muller 84; 3.Alain Menu 79; 4. Monteiro 58 and 7. Tom Coronel 40.
During the 2011 WTCC season, Tom Coronel is being supported by: McGregor, TW Steel -big in oversized watches- and Stickerfix.
For the editor:
For further information, please contact:

Tom Coronel
Tel: +31 (0) 653140989
E-mail: tom@tomcoronel.nl
Web: www.tomcoronel.nl
Twitter: @tomcoronel
Videos: www.youtube.com/tomcoronelracing
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