[image: image1.jpg]uncr

FIA World Touring Car
Championship

ROAL Motorsport




[image: image2.jpg]M°GREGOR’
[ XJ
TW STEEL

AkzoNobel





BMW-driver Tom Coronel well prepared for FIA WTCC races Monza
Monza, May 13th, 2011 – Teams have arrived in beautiful Italy for this weekend’s third round of the FIA World Touring Car Championship. The Monza circuit is the venue for the fifth and sixth race of this popular championship. For Tom Coronel, racing in the country he considers as his favourite holiday destination represents a major challenge. The ROAL Motorsport BMW 320 TC having retired with damage during the previous race weekend at Zolder in Belgium, the sole Dutch driver in the championship is now eager to strike back. For the best possible preparation, the 39-year old driver already headed for Italy on Monday and completed hundreds of kilometres with his repaired car in testing at Adria earlier this week and at Monza yesterday. Based on the results from previous races, the WTCC organisers have changed the minimum weights of the participating cars. For the BMW 320 TC that Tom Coronel is driving, this results into 40 kilograms less weight than its main rivals. 

For Tom Coronel, the Italian race weekend started early. “I left last Monday. Of course, I went to the workshop first to look at all the work the ROAL Motorsport Team led by Roberto Ravaglia and Umberto Grano has done to get the car back in shape again. A big hand to the huge effort by the mechanics! In order to be even better prepared for the races in Italy, we did some testing at the Adria circuit earlier this week. We completed more than 200 kilometres without any problems. That gave me a good feeling for the car that I got to learn better. Today, we did another 325 kilometres at Monza. That felt more than well, too, and also gave the team a lot of valuable information. The car is really great and drives perfectly. I can’t remember the last time when I had such extensive preparation for a race. However, a little issue is that we have only been testing in the dry so far and that rain is forecast for the weekend. But we will see.”

Monza is the first fast circuit where Tom will be racing this BMW. “In fact, it is one of the fastest circuits on the calendar of the championship. A circuit that allows for great slipstreaming, but also a circuit where you don’t want the brakes on your car to fail. Often, you slow down from almost flat-out to a first or a second gear. This circuit only has seven corners, but they should by no means be underestimated. You can win a lot, but with a stupid move, you can also lose a lot. Of course, for the team, this race is really important. An Italian team at an Italian circuit in front of a huge Italian crowd. Of course, we will be doing everything to get a nice result here. Preparation was good and motivation is high, and for the rest, there is plenty to enjoy, too: food, great coffee, a little ice cream every now and then and the many nice things you get to see here”, Tom Coronel says with a smile.

A video with the preparations of Tom and ROAL Motorsport including the test at Monza is available at:
http://www.youtube.com/tomcoronelracing#p/a/u/0/lp6PEgURmf0.

The time schedule for this weekend:

Saturday, May 14th, 2011

09.00-09.30 

1st free practice

10.45-11.15 

2nd free practice

14.00-14.20 

Qualifying heat 1

14.25-14.35 

Qualifying heat 2

Sunday, May 15th, 2011

09.00-09.15 

Warm-up

13.05-13.30 

Race 1 (9 laps = 51.930 km) with rolling start

15.15-15.40 

Race 2 (9 laps = 51.930 km) with standing start

Qualifying, warm-up and the races will be broadcast by Eurosport this weekend
During the 2011 WTCC season, Tom Coronel is being supported by: McGregor, TW Steel -big in oversized watches- and Stickerfix.
For the editor:
For further information, please contact:

Tom Coronel
Tel: +31 (0) 653140989
E-mail: tom@tomcoronel.nl
Web: www.tomcoronel.nl
Twitter: @tomcoronel
Videos: www.youtube.com/tomcoronelracing
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