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BMW driver Tom Coronel sets fastest time at WTCC Curitiba testing
Eemnes, March 18th, 2011 - “That was the first one,” said Tom Coronel after the testing sessions in preparations for the 2011 FIA WTCC season opener at the Autodromo Internacional Curitiba in Brazil. After having made quite a few changes to his ROAL Motorsport BMW 320 TC in the morning session, the 38-year old Dutch driver came out on top in afternoon testing.

“In the second session, I felt united with the car. On my first laps here, I still had to get used to the new engine, the set-up and the new asphalt. Together with the team, led by Roberto Ravaglia and Umberto Grano, things were going perfectly. We managed to change the car step by step and these changes also meant an improvement every time round. In the second session, I opted for a more aggressive approach. I went out on fresh tyres, I had the right balance, good brakes and that allowed me to set the fastest time. That gives me confidence, because now I have the feeling that I am in control of the car, which wasn’t the case this morning. We are entirely ready for the weekend with practice sessions and qualifying tomorrow and warm-up and the two 14 lap races on Sunday.” 

According to Coronel, a lot will depend on the weather. He prefers dry weather as he has now driven in such conditions, which went perfectly. Tom Coronel: “The new asphalt is good on the racing line, but once you get off the line, it is really, really slippery. But that is the same for everybody, so we just have to leave with that. We want to try to be as consistent as possible throughout the weekend and thus end up on the podium.” 
“Moreover, it is good to keep in mind that some things have changed for the drivers in 2011. Previously, the top eight finishers from the first race were placed in reversed order on the grid for the second race. Now, the starting grid positions for the second race are determined by reverting the top ten positions from first qualifying. This means that you really have to think about when and where to attack. But let there be no mistake: I want to attack and it is my aim to end up as high as possible. That is what we are working for.”

A video with Tom Coronel estimating his chances for the WTCC opening weekend in Curitiba is available at:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=emOymJFH-L8&feature=mfu_in_order&list=UL.
During the 2011 WTCC season, Tom Coronel is being supported by: McGregor, TW Steel -big in oversized watches- and Stickerfix.
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